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upon and to pronounce to be a Secret Intrigue which set
them free from all their former engagements and which
justified the immediate conclusion of the Montpensier Match."
He concluded bitterly that " the French have gained all they
wanted by deceiving us, and they wish to stand as well with
us as if they had acted like honest men/' Indeed, when
France became placatory, he wrote to John Russell that
" Bresson talks of resuming the Entente as if it was a military
position that could be evacuated or occupied by word of
command," and more laconically informed his wife that" our
line must be sulk/' So Lady Palmerston alarmed a guest
with the unpleasing prospect of settled hostility to France;
and the Duke, deep in Apsley House, concluded with an
angry grunt to Charles Arbuthnot that the whole Spanish
tangle was " damned stuff."

But it had proved a rare blessing to Palmerston. For it
snapped the threads of Aberdeen's embarrassing Entente
CordiaU and stung the Whigs into momentary loyalty to
himself. Even the Court, in the shock of losing its illusions
about the poor, good King, relaxed its first suspicions of
Palmerston; and for an instant, while Stockmar murmured a
benediction, he almost seemed secure in the approval of that
Eminence grise of Coburg diplomacy. But the gleam passed;
the watchful eyes were never off his papers; and an anxious
Queen was soon repeating her request " through Lord John
Russell and personally to see that the drafts to our Foreign
Ministers are not despatched previous to their being sub-
mitted to the Queen. Notwithstanding this is still done, as
for instance to-day with regard to the drafts for Lisbon. ..."
He had his troubles with Russell as well, when the Prime
Minister got his first news of a particularly lively threat to
France from a scared colleague; and Peel in Opposition
shook an anxious head over such insubordination. Under
this tutelage, he pursued his course, confronting' the Napoleon
of Peace ' in Spain, Morocco, Portugal, and even Switzerland;
keeping a brisk look-out on China, where'' we must make them
all clearly understand, though in the civilest terms, that our
treaty rights must be respected, unless they choose to have